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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 C.F.R. § 1.8) 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage 
as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
223 13-1450, on the date below. ^ 

December 16, '"^'^ >Afl^^''23g>d-/C^4»13fc 

' Cynde Meinliart 

Sir: 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the documents listed on 
attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. Copies of the 
listed documents required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2) are enclosed for the convenience of the 
Examiner. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement is not 
to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be constn^ed to be 



Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



an admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defmedin37C.F.R.§ 1.56(b). 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of a first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits, and hence is believed to be timely filed 
in accordance with 37 C.F.R § 1.97(b). No fees are believed to be due in connection with the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement; however, should any fees under 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1.16 to 1.21 be deemed necessary for any reason relating to these materials, the Director is 
hereby authorized to deduct said fees fi-om Williams, Morgan & Amerson, P.C., Deposit 
Account No. 50-0786/2009.01 5300RFE. 

Applicants respectfiilly request that the listed documents be made of record in the present 

case. 

Respectfiilly submitted, 

WILLIAMS, MORGAN & AMERSON, P.C. 



December 16, 2003 




10333 Richmond, Suite 1100 
Houston, Texas 77042 
(713) 934-4065 
(713)934-7011 (fax) 

AGENT FOR APPLICANTS 



2 



Serial No. 09/746,712 
Infonnation Disclosure Statement 




Form PTO-1449 (modified) 

of Patents and Publications for Applicant's 

FORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



Page 1 of 1 



U.S. Patent Documents 
See Page 1 



Atty. Docket No. 
2009.015300/RFE 



Serial No. 
09/746,712 



Applicants 

Joseph Andrew Chinn/R. Michael Casanova 



Filing Date: 
December 21, 2000 



Foreign Patent Documents 
See Page 1 
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Other Art 

See Page 1 
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Irwin et al., "Long Term Evaluation of Prosthetic Mitral Valves in Sheep," J. Invest. Surgery 
6:133-141 (1993) 
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CITATION IF NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 



Information Disclosure Statement — PTO-1449 (Modified) 



